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Submission Deadline: February 28th, 2017 
 
Part of the mandate of the PSEER Centre is to provide seed funding for new research 
projects in the general field of physical science and engineering education research 
within the College of Physical and Engineering Science. Collaboration with scholars in 
other units on campus and in other institutions is encouraged, but the principal 
investigator must be a member of CPES. Within each of the disciplines represented in 
the college there are many approaches and methods that can address the goal of 
studying and measuring student learning and the effectiveness of novel pedagogical 
approaches. 
 
Members of CPES are invited to submit proposals for annual awards normally up to 
$10,000. This award can be used in many ways, including GTA/GSA funding for 
graduate student support for the project, and costs of disseminating the results, 
including conference attendance, etc.  
 

1. Proposals are invited from individuals or groups within CPES. They must be 
endorsed by the School Director or Department Chair of all individuals involved.  

2. The completed proposal should be no longer than 3 pages and should be 
submitted by Tuesday, February 28th, 2017 to Kate Mooibroek, CPES Dean’s 
office at kmooibro@uoguelph.ca. 

3. Proposals will be considered and ranked by the PSEER Steering Committee and 
announcements made in late March. The awardee will be able to commence 
work on the project by May 2017. 

4. It is expected that findings from successful proposals will be disseminated at the 
University of Guelph and beyond. This may include and is not limited to peer-
reviewed papers, presentations at conferences, workshops, videos, or other 
materials. 

5. The application should include the following items:  
a. Project title 
b. Name of principal investigator 
c. PI’s academic unit 
d. PI’s email 
e. Name of co-investigators (include names, units, emails) 
f. Summary of research plan including the research question, proposed 

methodology, and the anticipated impact to university STEM teaching 
i. Context	(i.e.	What	motivated	your	research	project) 
ii. Objectives	(i.e.	What	do	you	hope	to	achieve	in	your	research	project) 
iii. Relevant	literature	(i.e.	Upon	what	literature	is	your	research	project	

founded) 
iv. Methods	(i.e.	What	research	methodology/approach	will	you	use) 
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v. Significance	(i.e.	What	impact	do	you	hope	to	have	as	a	result	of	your	
research	project) 

vi. Dissemination	Plan	(i.e.	through	which	avenues	will	you	disseminate	your	
research	–	consider	disciplinary	and/or	teaching	and	learning	conferences	
and	publications) 

g. Project timeline and budget 
i. Itemize proposed expenses and explain them 
ii. Indicate which aspects of the proposal will be funded from PSEER 

and which from other sources (if applicable) 
iii. Describe the timeline for the project noting that funds will be made 

available in May, 2017, and that normally they are to be spent 
during the 17/18 academic year, but not later than April 30, 2018. 

6. Applications should include an OR-5 form signed by the Chair or Director from 
the unit of the PI. 


